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SOVIET MATAL FORCES

1. The Soviet Ravy maintains six fleois focated in the four major ses areas

which contain the sea approaches to the eSR. These fleets are the Northern

Fleet (unmmbered), 4th. (Scuth Baltis) Fleet, 8th. (North Baltic) Fleet,

Black Ses Fleel {unmumbersd), Sth. (South Pacific) Fleet, and 7th, (Forth

Pacific) ¥Fleset, In addition to the aix fleets, there are independent flotillas
1ooetedint.hocupm3u, the Danube and Dnepr Rivers in the Blsck Sea ares,

and the Awnr River in the Far Eaat,

2, The principal strength of the Boviet Navy lies in a large and powerful sub=
marize force and & rapidly expanding fleet of modern cruisers gnd destroyers.

3. The Soviet rulers sre carrying out a policy of maval expansion which requires
virtuslly the capacity enployment of all Soviet shipbuilding facilities for ware
ship eonstruction, A considerable mmber of ships of all classes, from ocrulisers
down, 1s at present under conatmcﬂon. Thus the over-all strength of the Soviet
Navy will progressively {norease. The estimated inerease in strength by estegories
between the present date and 1954 is tabulated in Appendix A,
SOUIET WAVAL JVIATION

4. Soviet Naval Avistion (A VAS) is orgenized into the air forces of the pix
fleets, These air forces are ensentially shoresbased, es the Soviet Navy does mot
poasess aireraft carriers, Thus air support rendersd the fleet by units of Soviet
paval aviation is necessarily limited to operational radii of the aircraft from
their bases, Soviet Hevel Avistion 15 sn effective coastal adjunct to the other
elements of Soviet military eviation and could be used in direct support of Soviet
ground forces. Although incapable of participeting in longerange naval operations,
o considerable degree of coordination between Soviet Neval Aviation and submarive
apd surface forces has besn demopstrated in peacetime training operaticns.

s, Soviet Raval Aviation units have proportionately more pilots with World ¥ar 11
experisnce than have the other services, owing to relatively light combat losses,
There is evidence that jet fighber aireraft may be assigned to certein Yaval Aviation
pnits in the mear future. Operaticnal use of jot eircraft in paval air units is a
logieal consequence of the rapid expansion and development of Jet alreraft in other
pegnants of Soviet military avistion, It is logieal to assume that the Soviets will
place {nereasing emphssis on iongerange serial reconnaissance, snd ¥aval Aviation

Nﬁvw completed.

VAR

: roved For Release 2002/05/20 : CIA- {
K \A,:\ | : RDP79R01012A000mF SEQ :
T —— v i A i

ET



%ﬁii % -
QYIed or Release 2002/05/20 : ClA-RDP79R01012A000600020028-2

will probably perticipate in such operations. TU~4 type aireraft could be employed
for this purpose, and would materially extend the radil of searches flom by naval
aviation units, now limited to 1100 nautical miles by the use of light bombers and
seaplenes, Within that radius, however, Naval Avistion has the capabiiity of carry=
ing out anti-ghipping strikes, ASW patrols, and aeriel mining operations,

6, In summary, while the Soviets poseess a well eatablished Naval Aviation organ=
isation, good pilots, and adoqtmte equipment for land-based coastal operations,
their lack of aircraft oarr:!.m necessarily limits the seope of their maval air
ectivities, For the present or immediate future, Naval Aviation bas {hitod cap=
sbility for interdiecting major sea comsunications, .
7. See Appendix B for estimate of Soviet ¥avel Aviation strength.

8, The Haval Yorces of ths Europsan Satellites are suitable for defensive operations
:rbmd their own coasts, but have practically no significance as far as offenaive

eperations are concerned,

» EPxesent Stremgth, The Chinese Communist, VL believed to possess sbout 93 ships,
(details in Appendix i), not including emall service and district patrol eraft,
44 of these are saphibious craft and 17 are river gunboats, which are incapable of
operating away from inland waters. The largest Chinese Communist ship is the CL
CHUNGKING, which defected from the Nationalists., She was damsged by Nationalist
air attack in 1949, but may be operational again, Confirmation is lacking of per-
sistent rumors that the Soviets have turned over to the Chiness Commmists s small
pugber of submarines and exwJapaness surface naval vessels up to destiroyer size,
It is known that some Soviet submarinss sre based in China,

Iuture Strength, It is estimated that the Chiness Communists will not be able

tc expand their Bavy effectively from their own resources during the next few years.
The sources of any effective incresse weuld bs supply by the Soviet Union,

11, It is estinsted that the cobined strength of Soviet and satellite merchant
shipping, including tankers, is spproxinately 700 ships (above 1,000 GRT) totalling
nearly 2.5 million gross toms. This figure includes the merchant flests of the
Soviet Unfon, Polsnd, Bungary, Rumsnie, Albania, Bulgeris, Communist China and the
Soviet Zone of Germeny. It excludes Finland, with sbout 190 ships totalling almost
500,000 GRT, and Yugoslavia, with some 50 ships totalling approximately 210,000
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gross tons, The total Boviet merchant tonnage is divided between the several
saritime frontiers of the USSR, | ,

12, This total is only approximately 5 per cent, of the total merchant tonnage
available to the Western Allied Powers, It is, however, estimated that this
figure will be adequate to mtaﬁ.n the wartime economy of the Soviet WUnion except
possibly in the Far Bast. These requirements, it is estimsted, will be limited

to the operation of ecastal convoys in the Baltic, the Black Sea and Northwest
Pacific arcas, and possibly linited activity along the Northern Ses Route.

13. In addition to the Soviet merchant fleet referred to above, the Sofish Union
will have available a very lerge fleet of coastal vessels below 1,000 tons, fishe
ing mﬁ,mhrgoﬁmmammmnighth;nsnnitademmm.' In the
event of a sudden unexpected outbreak of war, it is possible that the Soviet Union
¥ould acquire a large tamage of merchant shipping of Scandinavisn flags, which
would be caught in Soviet~cantrolled Baltic ports.

Zrecp-lift Capacity, The mumber of troops which could be 1ifted in the mere
chent ships end cosstal vessels indicated sbove would bs very considerable, but
mere troop-lift capacity does mot reflect ability to furnish legistic support nor
does it take into comsideration normal shipping requirements, Howsver, in view
of the short distances imvolved in the Baltic, Black and Casplan Seas, as well as
in the Sea of Japan or coestal operations in the Baremts, it is considered that the
requirements for amphibious operations ia any of these areas could be met,

Bsplovpent, The main tasks for Soviet Naval Forces in & war in the immediate
future, or in several years time, will bes

8- 7he protection of the sea frontiers of the Soviet Union,

B+ The support of the seaward flanks of the Soviet armles,

&+ Attack against the sea commmications of the Western fmrs.
16, The major Soviet surface foroes, consisting of eruisers and destroyers, have
pmrhﬂmmmumts,h&ghsﬁnﬂsndmunly short endurances, and would,
1tilostmm,boprimﬂymu!torthedmeofthosm‘tmtandte
secure the seaward flanks of the army, In this role, major surface forces could
be supparted by s large force of coastal and midget submarinss, Soviet Naval Aviation,
Mlﬂgztﬂ@mofmtortorpadoboutam;MhrmMenﬁ.
17« 1t is expected that the offensive rols against sea communications will be initie
mwmwwmzmmmMmemmmmmrmor
the Soviet Dnion, It should be ncted, however, that endurance and sea~keeping
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‘qualities of Soviet fleet units will probably improve markedly, mj.cuhrly as
postemar cruiser and destroyer new construction joins the fleet. Diversionary
surface raiding operaticns, possibly coordinated with submarine warfare, may be
undertaken with the growth of the crulser force and the possible future appearance
of 1ight flset carriers, The Soviet Navy now hss the capability of sonducting
reider operations employing eruisers and armsd merchantmen, although in the immedi-
ste future such operations would probably be limited in exteat because of the
hazards involved and the relatively small gains which could be achieved,

18, The wide physieal separation of the maritime frontiers of the Soviet Unloa
and inadequate Soviet-controlled water routes between these areas, ecmpels the
saintenance of separate forces togsther with a decentralised system of legistic
support, The present lack of overseas bagses ig snother factor tending to tie esch
of thess separate meval foroes or flests to 1ts Tespective maritise fromtler srea,
The Soviet Navy, thus handicapped, lacks the strategic mobility enjoyed by other
navies, The fact, however, that the whole of the coast of China has fallem into
communist hands mey result in bases being av;ii&blo to the Soviel Ravy, which may
epable it to operate in the Somthwest Pacific, and possibly the Basteram Indian
Ocean. ‘

19, Under present conditionms, 1t would be virtually impossible to effect a rapid
wartime concentration of Soviet Haval Forces, drawn from the various flests, in
any glven oritical area. This handicsp confera a correaponding advantage upon
adversaries capaeble of greater flexibility in the strategic deployment of their
foress, The Soviet Union is attempting to offmet this strategic disadvantage by
developing inland and ocastal waterways in areas under its centrol,

20, Efficiengy, Technical and operational training in the Soviet Navy at the end
of World Wer II was of a considersbly lower standard than in the U. X, or U, 8,
flests, Since the war, however, training has been contimuous and intensive, and
it wust be assumed that the technical equipment and cperational sfficlency of the
Soviet Navy msy be approaching U.K,-U.S. standards, »

21, The efficiency of the submarine arm of the Soviet Havy was likewise consider=
ably lower than that of our own during the late war, but the submarine service has
always been regarded as & "corps Dlelite" in the Soviet Navy, and it may be expecte~
od that its gain in efficlency as the result of wartime experiencs and Intensive
4raining wiil take place more quickly than in the surface fleets, The equipment
of Soviet submarines is estimated to be comparable to that of Geyman submarines in
1945, It is sstimated that the acoustic homing torpedo is in use, and that a pro=
portﬁm of submarines are snorkelefitted,
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22, Mineleying is welledeveloped in the Soviet Navy and all classes of ships
fros orulsers dowmwards, including all submarines, ave fitted for minelaying.
The Sovist Union has had acceas to German mining knowledge, and it must, there-
fore, be assumed that they are capable of laying mines with auy eombination of
pressure, magretic, aecoustic or contact assemblies, '
23, Jerale, maﬂwtiogtoth.matka of the Navy is paid by the Soviet
press; food and pey are good by the civilian standards of the Soviet Unlon, and'
the morale of the rstings and junior officers is high, It is thought that the

morale of senior officers may have been adversely affected by tha postwar officerts
®rurge” and by the subservience of the Navy to the Army. The latter consideration,
however, has probably been scmewhat offset by the recent creation of & separate
Favy Ministry,

24, The surface naval forces of the Western Powsrs are so much stronger than those
erm'sm Bnion that the latter will nmot be sble for many years at least to dls-
pute by surface forces the control of major sea communications, Thews are presently
Bo indicstions of a repid further buildeup of Soviet submarine strength, but the
underwater fleet of the USSE 1s strong in comparison with the antie-submarine forces

. of ths Western Powers, Cuwrrently the Soviets have the largest active submerine
force in the world, and are much stronger, in this respect, than were the Germans
in 1939, Soviet minelaying potemtial is high in comparison with the minesweeping
resources available to the Western Powers,

PERUCTION

25, The Soviet submarins flest is able now to seriously threaten Allied sea
commmications, Soviet success in undersea mtm sgaingt the Western Powers will
in large msasure, however, depend upon technical improvements made in their sube
marines and ulioé capebilities to make contimuing progress in ASW techniques and
the development of anti-submarine weapons,
26, The Soviet surface fleets, restricted as they are to operating areas when their
landebased air could furnish effective support, pose no sericus current threat to
Allied control of the seas, but are probably ready now %o accept the following rolest

§. Defense of ses frontlers of the Soviet Union,

k. Support of the seaward flanks of the Soviet Army.
27. $gyigt Navel Aviation 1s capable now of supporting the surfsce fleets in roles
§. snd b. ebove,

o
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is eapsble of providing the 11ft for short range

amphibious operations, and of sustainirng the wartime econcmy of the Soviet Union
umgt possibly in the Favr East,
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TARLE I - SOVINT NAVAL FORCES
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SURFACE FORCES

CATEGORY 1951 1952 1953 1954
01d Battleship 3 3 3. 3
Vonitor 1 1 1 1
Heavy Cruiser 6 6 b é
014 Heavy Cruiser 1 1l 1 1l
Light Cruiser 8 15 22 26
0ld Light Cruiser 1 1 1 1
Destroyer 62 T3 8L 95
014 Destroyer 11 11 11 11
Coastal Destroyer 36 36 36 36
0ld Coastal Destroyer L 4 L 4
Escort 13 13 13 13
Patrol Vessels 900 1100 1300 1500
¥ine Vessels i LOO 1,50 500 550
Amphibious Types 200 250 300 50

The Soviet Union is known fo pcsgess a pinimum of four high submerged speed

gubmarines. watimated total gubmarine strength follows:

s 952 1953 1k

Long Range 102 104 141 221
Medium Range ' 97 94 94 91
Coastal 152 172 232 332

Future pevelopment. The Soviet Union has the eapacity to build submarines of
a1l types in large numbers. Yo detailed eatimate can be made of the anmual in-
crease in each category, but it is estimated that the strength of the ocean~
going submarine flest (large and medinm categor‘les) by 1954 will be approximately
312, It is also estimated that the proportion of high submerged speed submarines
will by 1954 have reached aprroximately 19 percent of the total, and will there~

after increase considersbly.
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APPEEDIY A
TARE IT - CHINEST CRWUEIST NAVY
HONTH OHINA: 1 Light Cruiser {Posaibly Operational)
6 Hotor Torpedo-foats (Yay be Soviet nawal eraft)
1 Coustal i'ineswesper
2 13T
vmgg; ARD
SUARGHAT ARVAs 7 Frigates
5 Cunboats
1 Corvette
13 iiiver Gunboats
10 187
12 131
15 15¥%
1180
4 fuxillaries
CANTON AREA: 1 Frigate
3 Submarine Chasers (SC Typs)
1 River Cunbost
1 157
111 *
LOCATICH
UNENOHN ¢ 1 Frigate
3 Biver Cunboats
1 15w
2 tuxiliaries
TABLE 3T - DISPOSITIOR OF MAJOR 30VIST FLERT UXITS
SURFACE
CATRCORY Eorthern Baltie Black Ssa Pagifie
ABR (o] 1 2 G
i) ¢ 1 ¢ o
o ¢ 2 2 2
9041 G U 1 )
GL 4] A 3 1
OcL o ¢ 1 )
B 12 24 10 16
0D 5 o 3 3
SUBARINES
Deean Fatrol 22 41 1n 18
Hediux Range 6 42 10 39

The above estimate is for 1951, It i3 estirated that future dispositions

will remain in aporoxisatsely the same proportions,

TOP _SUGHET

Approved For Release 2002/05/20 : CIA-RDP79R01012A00060002002¢



mr Release 2002/05/20 : CIA-RDP79R01012A000600020028-2
A)P — -

I0p SECERT
APPENDIX B

SOVIVT EAVAL AVIATION

EITIEATE OF COMBAT FTRCHAFT 1951196k (FROM A-~BI 14)

Hid-1951 ¥id-1952 ¥1d4-1953 3141954

Fighter )

Jot - 106 600 1060 1000

Piston 1400 W0 500 500
Attack

Jat - - : 5C 100

Plston 200 200 150 _ 300
Light, Bosber

Jet - 100 200 500

Piston 900 800 760 WOGC
Reconnalsaance

Jat - 50 10 200

Piston 350 300 256 150
Iransport 150 150 150 150

TOTAL 3100 3100 3100 3100
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